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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of digital technologies and the increasing demand for accessible education, e-
learning has emerged as a promising avenue to bridge educational gaps and enhance learning outcomes in
Political Science. However, the implementation of e-learning initiatives in developing countries is
accompanied by a unique set of challenges, including limited access to technology, infrastructure constraints,
socio-economic disparities, and cultural barriers. Understanding the dynamics of online education in political
science within this context is crucial for addressing educational disparities and promoting inclusive knowledge
access. This research explores the landscape of online education in political science in developing countries,
examining the challenges and opportunities offered by digital learning platforms. Through a comprehensive
review of related existing literature, journals, text and scholarly articles, this study synthesizes insights into the
state of online political science education in developing countries. The findings highlight significant barriers
hindering the widespread adoption and effective implementation of online education initiatives in political
science within developing countries, including socio-economic, infrastructural, and institutional challenges.
Despite these barriers, the literature also suggests that digital platforms have the potential to enhance access
to political science education, promote democratic participation, and foster civic engagement. Addressing
these barriers and leveraging the potential of digital learning platforms is essential. This study discusses
strategies aimed at overcoming challenges and maximizing the benefits of online education in political science,
with implications for educational policy and practice. In conclusion, this research underscores the critical role
of online education in political science, particularly in developing countries, for addressing educational
disparities and promoting inclusive knowledge access. By recognizing the challenges and opportunities
identified during this research, policymakers, educators, and stakeholders can work towards enhancing
political science education accessibility and effectiveness in developing countries.

Keywords: E-Learning, political science, developing countries, digital learning platforms, educational
disparities.

Introduction

The rise of e-learning has revolutionized education across various disciplines, including
political science. In developing countries, the transition to online education presents both unique
opportunities and challenges, shaped by socio-economic conditions, access to technology, and
institutional capacities. E-learning, when effectively integrated, has the potential to democratize
access to political science education by breaking geographic barriers and reaching underserved
populations. However, it also confronts significant obstacles, such as limited internet access,
inadequate technological infrastructure, and varying levels of digital literacy among students and
educators.
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This discussion explores the dynamics of e-learning in political science within the context of
developing countries. It highlights how online education can offer new ways to engage with
political theories, promote interactive learning through digital platforms, and foster global
discussions on governance and democracy. At the same time, it addresses the critical challenges
that may hinder the successful implementation of e-learning, such as economic inequality, lack
of resources, and the digital divide.

In developing countries, e-learning represents both a challenge and an opportunity. On
one hand, it could potentially enhance political science education by providing access to diverse
perspectives and resources. On the other, it necessitates strategic planning to overcome
technological, financial, and pedagogical hurdles that currently limit its reach. By understanding
these challenges and opportunities, policymakers, educators, and institutions can better design e-
learning solutions that meet the specific needs of political science students in developing regions.
The 21st century has borne witness to a technological revolution, with digital innovations
permeating various facets of human existence. Among the most profound transformations has
been the evolution of education, propelled by the advent of e-learning platforms (Anderson,
2008). These platforms have not only revolutionized the traditional paradigms of teaching and
learning but have also democratized access to education on a global scale (Ally, 2008). In
developing countries, where conventional educational infrastructure may be inadequate or
inaccessible, e-Learning emerges as a beacon of hope, offering a pathway to bridge the pervasive
educational divides and facilitate equitable access to quality education (Selwyn, 2010). In these
contexts, the significance of E-Learning cannot be overstated. Traditional barriers such as
geographical remoteness, limited resources, and infrastructure constraints are mitigated by the
accessibility and flexibility afforded by online learning platforms (Mishra & Sharma, 2014).
Moreover, the asynchronous nature of E-Learning enables learners to engage with educational
content at their own pace, catering to diverse learning needs and preferences (Means et al., 2009).
This newfound accessibility is particularly pertinent in developing countries, where marginalized
communities often face systemic barriers to accessing quality education (UNESCO, 2019).

The purpose of this work is to study the intricate landscape of e-learning in the field of
political science within the unique context of developing countries. By exploring the challenges
and opportunities inherent in this domain, we seek to unravel the transformative potential of
online education in fostering civic engagement and democratic participation among populations
historically marginalized from formal educational systems.The idea is that despite the myriad
hurdles confronting its implementation, e-learning in political science holds promise as a catalyst
for democratizing education and nurturing informed citizenry in developing nations (Hrastinski,
2008).

In examining the role of E-Learning in political science within developing countries, it
becomes evident that traditional pedagogical approaches are being redefined. With the
proliferation of digital platforms and tools, educators have an unprecedented opportunity to
transcend the confines of the traditional classroom and cultivate dynamic learning environments
that foster critical thinking, civic literacy, and civic engagement (Peters, 2009). However, this
potential is not without its challenges.
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Literature Review

Overview of E-Learning

E-Learning, also known as electronic learning, encompasses a broad range of educational
activities conducted via electronic media, typically over the internet. Definitions of E-Learning
vary among scholars, reflecting the diverse approaches and perspectives within the field.
According to Michael G. Moore, a pioneering figure in the field of distance education, E-
Learning can be defined as "the use of networked multimedia computer technologies to improve
the quality of learning by facilitating access to resources and services as well as remote exchange
and collaboration" (Moore, 2007). Another perspective is offered by Terry Anderson, who
defines E-Learning as "the delivery of a learning, training or education program by electronic
means. E-Learning involves the use of a computer or electronic device (e.g. a mobile phone) in
some way to provide training, educational or learning material" (Anderson, 2008). Additionally,
William Horton provides a comprehensive definition, stating that E-Learning is "learning that is
enabled or mediated by electronic technology for the explicit purpose of training in the
acquisition and application of knowledge, skills, or attitudes" (Horton, 2006).

Govindasamy (2001) sees E-Learning as education offered by all electronic media,
including the Internet, Intranets, Extranets, broadcasts, satellite, audio/video cassette, interactive
TV, and CD-ROMs. An e-learning course is defined as one that is available through web-based,
web-distributed or internet-competent instruments. (Nichols, 2003). E-Learning, also, is defined
as an innovative method for providing anyone, anywhere, at any time with a well-designed and
interactive learning environment by utilizing the characteristics and resources of various digital
technologies along with other teaching materials suited for open and distributed learning
environments (Khan, 2005). Clark (2011), on his own, defined E-learning as “a combination of
content and instructional methods presented by media tools, such as words and graphics on a
computer or mobile device, intended to build job-transferable knowledge and skills linked to
individual learning goals or organizational performance.”
These definitions highlight the fundamental concept of using electronic technologies to facilitate
learning, whether through online courses, multimedia resources, or interactive platforms. E-
Learning transcends traditional classroom boundaries, offering learners flexibility, accessibility,
and opportunities for interactive engagement.

E-Learning has emerged as a transformative force in global education, particularly in the
digital age (Nwachukwu, 2016). The proliferation of digital technologies has facilitated the
growth of online learning platforms, offering learners unparalleled flexibility and accessibility
(Oluwatayo & Oyelere, 2017; Ally, 2008). These platforms transcend geographical barriers,
allowing students to engage with educational content from remote locations, thus addressing
challenges related to physical access to educational resources (Agunloye, 2018; Means et al.,

2009).
Despite the promises, significant challenges persist. The digital divide remains a formidable
obstacle, with disparities in access to technology and internet connectivity persisting across
urban-rural and socio-economic divides (Selwyn, 2010). Additionally, concerns regarding the
quality of online education have been raised, including questions about accreditation,
standardization, and the effectiveness of virtual learning environments. However, the
transformative potential of E-Learning in revolutionizing education in developing countries is



Journal of Centre for Distance & e-Learning Ugwuagbo et al.
(JCDeL), Vol. 3, No. 1, 2024
ISSN: 1595-5362
https://cdeljournal.unn.edu.ng

128
https://cdeljournal.unn.edu.ng

undeniable, provided that these challenges are addressed through concerted efforts from
policymakers, educators, and stakeholders (Agunloye, 2018).
2.2 Benefits of Adopting E-Learning:

 Accessibility: E-Learning provides access to educational resources and opportunities
regardless of geographical location or physical disabilities. Learners can engage with
course materials from anywhere with an internet connection, breaking down barriers to
education (Ally, 2008).

 Flexibility: E-Learning offers flexibility in terms of scheduling and pace of learning.
Students can access materials at their convenience and progress through the course at
their own pace, accommodating various learning styles and personal commitments (Bonk
& Graham, 2006).

 Cost-Effectiveness: E-Learning often reduces costs associated with traditional education,
such as commuting expenses, physical materials, and facility maintenance. This makes
education more affordable and accessible to a wider range of learners (Bates, 2019).

 Personalization: E-Learning platforms can tailor content and learning experiences to
individual learners' needs and preferences. Adaptive learning technologies can provide
personalized feedback and recommendations based on learners' progress and performance
(Dabbagh & Kitsantas, 2012).

 Enhanced Engagement: Interactive multimedia elements, gamification, and social
learning features in E-Learning platforms can enhance learner engagement and
motivation. Collaborative tools enable learners to interact with instructors and peers,
fostering a sense of community and active participation (Rovai, 2007).

 Scalability: E-Learning allows educational institutions to reach a larger audience without
the constraints of physical infrastructure. Courses can be easily scaled to accommodate
increasing enrollments, making education accessible to a growing number of learners
(Daniel, 2012).

 Continuous Learning: E-Learning enables continuous learning opportunities, allowing
learners to update their skills and knowledge in real-time. With rapidly evolving fields
such as technology and business, E-Learning ensures that learners stay current and
competitive in their respective industries (Siemens, 2005).

E-Learning in Political Science

Within the domain of political science, E-Learning presents opportunities for cultivating
civic engagement and critical thinking skills among students in developing countries (Peters,
2009). Online platforms offer interactive learning experiences, enabling students to engage in
discussions, debates, and collaborative projects that enhance their understanding of political
concepts (Ojo & Olakulehin, 2017). Additionally, the diverse multimedia content available on E-
Learning platforms, such as videos, podcasts, and interactive simulations, caters to different
learning styles and enriches the learning experience.

By leveraging digital technologies, educators can overcome traditional barriers to
learning, such as geographical distance and resource constraints, thereby expanding access to
political education. Furthermore, E-Learning platforms facilitate engagement with contemporary
political issues and encourage critical analysis through the use of case studies and simulated
scenarios.
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Developing Countries Context

In the dynamic milieu of developing nations such as Nigeria, the journey towards
embracing E-Learning unfolds against a backdrop of multifaceted challenges, reflecting a
complex interplay of infrastructural deficiencies, socio-economic disparities, and cultural
refinement (Hrastinski, 2008; Nwachukwu, 2016). These challenges present formidable barriers
to the widespread adoption and effective implementation of digital education initiatives in the
country.

Infrastructural deficiencies pose one of the most significant obstacles to the advancement
of E-Learning in Nigeria. Limited access to reliable electricity and inadequate internet
connectivity hamper the delivery of online educational content, particularly in rural and
underserved areas (Oluwatayo & Oyelere, 2017). Without robust technological infrastructure, the
promise of E-Learning remains elusive for many communities, hindering their ability to access
educational resources and participate fully in digital learning environments (Agunloye, 2018).
Socio-economic disparities further exacerbate the challenges faced by E-Learning initiatives in
developing countries. Many individuals lack access to the requisite devices, such as computers or
smartphones, as well as the financial means to afford internet connectivity (Ojo & Olakulehin,
2017). This digital divide deepens existing inequalities in access to education, perpetuating
disparities in academic achievement and limiting opportunities for socio-economic advancement
(Ally, 2008).

Moreover, cultural challenges and institutional barriers present additional hurdles to the
widespread adoption of E-Learning in Nigeria, for example. Cultural resistance to digital
technologies, coupled with entrenched educational practices, may impede the acceptance and
integration of online learning platforms within traditional educational institutions (Nwachukwu,
2016). Additionally, the lack of localized and culturally relevant content may limit the
effectiveness of E-Learning initiatives in engaging diverse communities and addressing their
unique educational needs (Hrastinski, 2008).

Despite these formidable challenges, there exists a burgeoning recognition of the
transformative potential of digital education in addressing the pressing educational needs
countries (Ally, 2008). E-Learning initiatives are increasingly heralded as potent tools for
bridging the urban-rural educational divide, enhancing educational outcomes, and empowering
marginalized communities.

Theoretical Framework

For this research, Diffusion of Innovation (DOI) Theory was used. This theory was
developed by E.M. Rogers in 1962. This is one of the oldest social science theories. It originated
in communication to explain how, over time, an idea or product gains momentum and diffuses
(or spreads) through a specific population or social system. The end result of this diffusion is that
people, as part of a social system, adopt a new idea, behavior, or product. Adoption means that a
person does something differently than what they had previously. The key to adoption is that the
person must perceive the idea, behavior, or product as new or innovative. It is through this that
diffusion is possible.

Rogers' theory explains how, why, and at what rate new ideas and technology spread
through cultures. It identifies several key elements influencing the adoption process: the
innovation itself, communication channels, time, and the social system (Rogers, 2003).
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This theory is suitable for this work because it provides a comprehensive lens through which to
analyze how new technologies and innovations, such as E-Learning, are adopted within a society.

Application to the Study

Innovation Characteristics: The adoption of E-Learning in political science can be examined
through the five attributes of innovations identified by Rogers: relative advantage, compatibility,
complexity, trialability, and observability.

1. Relative Advantage: E-Learning offers significant benefits over traditional classroom-
based education. It provides flexible access to educational materials, caters to diverse
learning styles, and can enhance the learning experience through multimedia content
(Ally, 2008). In developing countries, E-Learning can bridge gaps in educational
resources and access, offering political science education to students in remote areas (Ojo
& Olakulehin, 2017).

2. Compatibility: The success of E-Learning in political science depends on its
compatibility with existing values, past experiences, and needs of potential adopters. In
many developing countries, there is a growing demand for accessible and flexible
education due to geographical, economic, and social constraints. E-Learning aligns well
with these needs, especially given the increasing penetration of mobile technology and
internet access.

3. Complexity: The perceived complexity of E-Learning technologies can be a barrier to
adoption. For effective implementation in political science education, it is crucial to
ensure that the platforms are user-friendly and that adequate training is provided to both
educators and students.

4. Trialability: E-Learning platforms that allow for trial periods or pilot programs can
facilitate adoption by enabling institutions and individuals to experiment with the
technology and assess its benefits without a significant initial commitment (Rogers,
2003). This approach can be particularly effective in educational settings, where
stakeholders can observe the impact on learning outcomes before fully integrating the
technology.

5. Observability: The results of adopting E-Learning in political science should be visible
and demonstrable to others. Successful case studies, testimonials, and empirical evidence
of improved learning outcomes can drive wider adoption (Selwyn, 2010).

Communication Channels: Effective dissemination of information about E-Learning
technologies is critical. Utilizing mass media, social networks, and professional development
programs can enhance awareness and understanding among educators and students. In Nigeria,
leveraging local media, educational forums, and community networks can play a significant role
in promoting E-Learning.
Time: The adoption process of E-Learning in political science will vary over time, influenced by
early adopters, majority adopters, and laggards. Early adopters, often institutions or educators
with a high propensity for innovation, can set precedents and influence the adoption rate among
their peers (Rogers, 2003). Monitoring and supporting these early adopters can help identify and
address challenges, facilitating smoother transitions for later adopters (Ojo & Olakulehin, 2017).
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Social System: The social system, including cultural, economic, and institutional contexts,
significantly impacts the diffusion of E-Learning. In developing countries, addressing socio-
cultural barriers and engaging stakeholders at all levels—from policymakers to local
communities—is essential for successful adoption (Ally, 2008). Policy reforms, investment in
infrastructure, and community engagement can create a conducive environment for E-Learning
(Ololube, et al, 2017).

Applying the Diffusion of Innovations Theory to the study of E-Learning in political
science in developing countries provides a robust framework for understanding the factors
influencing adoption and implementation. By addressing the attributes of the innovation,
communication channels, time, and the social system, stakeholders can develop targeted
strategies to overcome challenges and leverage opportunities, ultimately enhancing the
accessibility and quality of political science education.

Methodology

This qualitative study employs a literature-based research design to discuss the intricacies
surrounding E-Learning in political science within developing countries. The methodology
involves an exhaustive review of existing literature from a diverse array of sources, including
academic journals, government reports, policy documents, and international organizations'
publications (Smith, 2018). By synthesizing insights from a broad spectrum of scholarly works,
this research endeavors to provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges and
opportunities associated with online education in political science within the context of
developing nations.

Data Sources: Primary data sources encompass scholarly articles, policy briefs, and reports from
reputable institutions, offering valuable perspectives on the dynamics of E-Learning adoption
and implementation in political science education. These primary sources provided firsthand
insights from scholars, policymakers, educators, and practitioners, offering unique analyses to
the research objectives. Secondary data sources, including government publications, institutional
reports, and online databases, supplemented the primary data by providing additional context and
empirical data pertinent to the study's focus.
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Challenges of E-Learning in Developing Countries

Technological and Infrastructure Constraints: Limited access to technology and inadequate
infrastructure pose significant barriers to the widespread adoption of E-Learning platforms in
developing countries (Albright, 2016). In many regions, particularly rural areas, the lack of
reliable internet connectivity and electricity hinders the seamless delivery of online educational
content (Oyedemi & Ojo, 2018). Additionally, the high cost of digital devices such as computers
and smartphones further exacerbates these challenges, particularly for economically
disadvantaged communities (Adeyemo, 2019).
Socio-Economic Disparities: Economic inequalities exacerbate disparities in access to online
education, with marginalized communities facing greater challenges in accessing digital learning
resources (Adedokun, 2017). Research indicates that students from lower socio-economic
backgrounds are less likely to have access to computers and the internet, limiting their ability to
participate in E-Learning initiatives (Mishra & Sharma, 2014). Moreover, the digital divide
widens existing educational inequalities, perpetuating socio-economic disparities in academic
achievement and opportunities (Lwoga, 2019).
Cultural and Institutional Barriers: Cultural resistance to online education and institutional
inertia impede the effective implementation of E-Learning initiatives in political science. In
some communities, there is a prevailing skepticism towards digital learning methods, rooted in
cultural norms and beliefs about traditional forms of education (Okoli, 2016). Furthermore,
educational institutions often face resistance to change, with faculty members and administrators
hesitant to embrace new technologies and pedagogical approaches.

Opportunities

Enhanced Accessibility and Flexibility: E-Learning platforms offer the potential to
democratize access to political science education by overcoming geographical barriers and
providing flexible learning options (Adewale, 2020). With the proliferation of mobile
technologies, learners can access educational content anytime, anywhere, thereby expanding
opportunities for students in remote areas. Additionally, the asynchronous nature of online
learning allows students to pace their studies according to their individual schedules,
accommodating diverse learning needs and preferences (Uzuegbunam, 2018).
Promoting Democratic Participation and Civic Engagement: Online education can empower
citizens by equipping them with the knowledge and skills necessary for meaningful participation
in democratic processes (Eze, 2017). By offering courses on political science topics such as
governance, human rights, and citizenship education, E-Learning platforms can foster critical
thinking and civic awareness among learners. Moreover, interactive features such as discussion
forums and collaborative projects facilitate engagement with course materials and encourage
dialogue on relevant socio-political issues.

These findings underscore the complex interplay of challenges and opportunities inherent
in the integration of E-Learning in political science education within developing countries.
Addressing technological, socio-economic, and cultural barriers while leveraging the
accessibility and flexibility of online education can pave the way for a more inclusive and
empowering learning environment in these contexts.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusion

E-Learning in political science stands as a promising avenue for addressing educational
disparities and nurturing democratic citizenship in developing countries. This comprehensive
exploration has illuminated the multifaceted challenges and opportunities inherent in the
integration of online education within the realm of political science.

The significance of democratizing access to political science education through E-
Learning cannot be overstated. Beyond mere academic pursuits, it represents a pivotal step
towards building inclusive and participatory democracies in regions where such principles are
often underdeveloped or underappreciated (Obasi, 2018). By extending the reach of political
education to marginalized communities and empowering citizens with knowledge and critical
thinking skills, E-Learning has the potential to catalyze socio-political transformation and foster
greater civic engagement (Uchendu & Owoeye, 2020).

Recommendations

Considering the insights gleaned from this research, a concerted call to action is
imperative. Policymakers, educators, and stakeholders must collaborate synergistically to create
an enabling environment for E-Learning in political science. This necessitates targeted
investments in technological infrastructure, capacity-building initiatives for educators, and the
development of localized, culturally relevant educational content (Eze & Nwachukwu, 2021). By
harnessing the transformative potential of E-Learning, we can collectively advance the agenda of
educational equity and democratic empowerment, thereby fostering sustainable socio-political
development in developing countries.
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